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His Majeſtics 


| DECLARATION 


| To all His Loving Subjeds, 
Touching The CAUSESand REASONS 
That moved Him to Diſſobve The Two laſt 


PARLIAMENTS: 


ST 1 was with exceeding great trouble, that We 
SRO were brought to the Diſlolving of the Two laſt 
SA. 1 Ae Parliaments, without more benefit to Our People 


Qi by the Calling of them : But having done Our part, 
| in giving ſo many opportunities of providing -for 

' their Good, it cannot be juſtly imputed to Us, That 
the Succeſs hath not anſwered Our Expe&tation. 

We cannot at this time but take noticeof the particular Cauſes 
of Our Diſlatisfaction, which at the beginning ofthe laſt Parlia- 
ment, We did recommend to their care to avoid, and expected 
We ſhould have had no new Cauſe to remember them. 

We Open'd the laſt Parliament which was held at Weſtminſter, 
with as Gracious Expreſſions of Our readineſs to fſatisfie the De- 
fires of Our Good SubjeQs, and to ſecure them againſtall their juſt 
Fears,as the weighty Conſideration, either of preſerving the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion, and the Liberty andProperty of Our Subjects at 
home, or of Supporting. Our Neighbours and Allyes abroad, could 
fill Our heart with, or poſſibly require from Us. 

And We do ſolemnly Declare, That We did intend, as far as 
would have conſiſted with the very Being of the Government, to 
have Comply'd with any thing, that could have been propos'd to 
Usto accompliſh thoſe Ends, Az . 


| (4) 4 
We ask'd of rhem the Suppomegy the Alkanceodie had-made : 
for the preſervatiorfof the General Peace in Chriſtendom iWe re. 
commendedtf to ther the furth& Examination of thePlot ; We de-... 
ſir'd their advice and aſfſiſtante concerning the preſervation of 7.- 
gier; Weofter'dtoconcur in any Remedies that could be prupoſed 
tor; the Secutity ofthe ProteſtantReligion, that miglitconſiſt with 
preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown, in its due and legal Courſe 
of Deſcent ; to all which. We met with moſt unſuitable Returns . 
fromithe Houſe of Commons : Addrefles,in'the nature of Remon- 
ſtrances,rather than of Anſwers; Arbitrary Orders for takeing Our 
Subje&s into Cuſtody, for Matters that had no relation-to. Privi- . 
ledges of Parliament..; Strange: illegal Votes, declaring divers 
eminent. Perſons tobe enetnies-to the King and Kingdom; with- 
outany' Order br Proceſs of Law,any hearingof their Nefence,or a- 
BY Proof ſo muchas offer'd againſt therh. 5. 
Beſides theſe: Proceedings, they voted as followeth on the 7h. _ 
of January laſt; & 199% your EI TL. ( < war. v2 ; 

Reſo'yed, That whoſeever. ſhalt Lend.or cauſe to be Lent by way of - 
Advance, any Money npon the Branches of the Rings Revenue, ariſing - 
by.Cuſtoms, Excizegor *Hearth-money, ſhall be' adjudged to hinder” 
the Sitting of Parliaments,” and'ſhall'be Reſponſible for the ſame in . 
Fo Re Rida Rds be RE og popes 
| Reſolved; That whoſoever ſhall buy any Tally of Anticipation upon 
any part of the King s Revenue, or whoſoever ſhall pay any fuch Tafly © 
hereafter to beftruck, ſhall be adjudget20 hinder the'Sitting of Par-. 
liaments,' and ſhall be reſponſiblefor the fame in Parliament. © 
Which Votes, inſtead of giving Us Affiſtince to fupport Our Al- | 
lyes, or enable Us, to preſerve Tangzer, tended rather to difable.Us |. 
from Contributing towards either,'by Our Own Revenue or Cre- , 
dit; not onely expoſing. Us 'to all: Dangers'that might happen ei- 
ther at home, or abroad; but endeavouring to deprive Us of the 
Poſhbility-of Supporting the Government it ſelf, and toreduce Us 
to a-more helpleſs Condition: than the reaneſt of Our 'Subjeas. '* 
Andonthe-zoth; of the ſame Montlrthey*paſt another'Vote, th _ 
theſe; Words, « NEO 5%: KV Refolved- 


% 


C$2 
Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, T, hat-the Profecus - 
ton of Proteſtant Diſſenters «pon the-Penal' Laws, is at this time 
grievous to the Subject, a meakening of the Proteſtant Intereſt, an En- 
couragement to Pepery, aud dangerous to. the Peace of the Kingdom. 

'By which Vote, without. any-regard'to the Laws eſtabliſh'd 
they aſſumed to themſelves a Power of Suſpending Acts of: Par- 
lament ; whereas Our Judges and Miniſters of Jaſtice neither-can, 
nor ought, in reverence.to the Votes-of either-or both the Houſes, 
break the Oaths they have taken, tor the-due and impartial Exe- 
cation of Our Laws ; which by Experience have been found to be 
the beſt Support, both of the Proteliant Intereſt,andof the Peace of 
the kingdom, * | 

Theſe'were ſome of the. unwarrantable Proceedings of that 
Houſe of Commons, which were the occaiion of Qur parting with 
that Parliament. 

"Which We had no ſooner Diſlolv'd, but We caus*d another tobe 
forthwith Aſſembled at 2xford ; At the Opening of which, We 
thought it neceſſary to give Them warning of the Errors of the 
former, in hopes to have preventedthe like-Miſcarriages; and We 
required of Them to make the Laws of the Land their Rule, as. 
We- did, and do reſolve, they ſhall be Onrs : We further added, 
That what We-had formerly and fo often-Declared concerning the - 
Succeſſion, We could not depart, from : But. to remove all reaſfon- 
able Fears that might ariſe trom the Poſlibility of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſlor's coming to the Crown, if Means could be found, that in 
ſuch a Caſe,the Adminiſtration of the Government might remain 
in Proteſtant Hands. We were ready to hearken to any Expedi- 
ent, by . which the Religion Eſtabhſh'd might be Preſerv'd, and 
the Monarchy not Deſtroy'd. 

But contrary to Our Offers and ExpeQtation, We ſaw, that 
no Expedient would be entertain'd but that of a total Excluſion, 


which We had fo often declar'd, was a Point, that in Our Own + 


Royal Judgment, ſo near'y concern'd Us both 'in Honour, Ju- 


ſlice and Conſcience, that We could never conſent to.it: In ſhort, * 


* 
Ve 
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we cannot,-after the ſad Experience We have had of the late Ci- 


vil Wars, that Murder'd Our Father of Bleſſed Memory, and 
ruind the Monarchy, conſent to a-Law, that ſhall eſtabliſh a- 
nother moſt Unnatural War,or at leaſt make it neceſſary to main- 
tain a Standing Force for the Preſerving .the Government and 
the Peace of the Kingdom. | 

And We have reaſon to believe, by what paſs'd in -the laſt 
Parliament at Weſtminſter, that. if We could have been brought 
to give Our Conſent to a Bill of Excluſion, the Intent was not 
to reſt there, but to paſs further, and toattempt ſome other Great 
and Important Changes even in Preſent. 

TheBuſineſs of Fztz-Zarris, who was Impeach'd by the Houſe 
of Commons of High-Treaſon, and by the Houſe of Lords re- 
ferr'd to the ordinary Courſe of Law, was on the ſudden carried 
on to that extremity, by the Votes which the Commons palſs'd 
on the 26th of March laſt, that there was no poſlibility lett ofa 
Reconciliation. = | 

1 he Votes were theſe, 
Dabbati 26 Martii, poſt Meridiem. 

Reſolved, 7 hat it zs the undoubted Right of the Commons in Pate 
liament Aſſembled, to Impeach before the Lords in Parliament any 
Peer or Commoner, for Treaſon, or any other Crime or Miſdemeanor ; 
and that the refuſal of the Lords to proceed in Parliament upon ſuch 
Impeachment, is a. denial of Juſtice, and a violation of the Conſtitu- 
ticn of Parliaments. 

Reſolved, That in the caſe of Edward Fitz-Harris, who by the 
Commons hath been Impeach'd of High-Treaſon before the Loras, 
with a Declaration, That in convenient time they would bring up the 


Articles againſt him for the Lords to Reſalve, That the ſaid Fitz- 


Harris ſhould be proceeded with according to the courſe of Common 
Law, aud not by way of Impeachment at this time, is a Denial of Jt 
ftice, and a Vielation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, and an Ob- 
Rruttion to the further Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, and of great 
danzer to His Majeſties Perſon, and the Proteſtant Religzon. k 

Oo 
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Reſolved, ' That for any Inferiour Court to Proceed againſt Ed- 
ward Fitz-Harris, or any other Perſon lying under an Impeachment 
in Parliament, for the ſame Crimes, for which he or they ſtand Im- 


peach'd, is a high Breach of the Priviledge of Parliament. 


It was a Matter extremely ſenſible to Us, to find an Impeach- 
ment made uſe of todelay a 'Tryal, that We had directed againſt 
2 profeſs'd Papiſt, charg'd with Treaſons againſt Us of an extra- 


ordinary Nature: And certainly the Houſe of Peers did themſelves 


Right 1n refuſing to give countenance to ſuch a Proceeding. 

But when either of the Houſes are ſo far tranſported, as to Vote 
the Proceedings of the other to be a Denial of Juſtice, a Violation 
of thz Conſtitution of Parliaments, of Danger to Our Perſon and 
the Proteſtant Religion, without Conferences firſt had to examine 
upon what Grounds ſuch Proceedings were made, and how far 
they might be juſtified; this puts the two Houſes-out of capacity of 
tranſacting buſineſs together, and conſequently 1s the greateſt 
Violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments. 

This was the Caſe, and every day's continuance being like to 
produce new Inſtances of further Heat and Anger between the two 
Houſes, to the diſappointment of all Publick Ends, for which 
they were Call'd, We found it neceſſary to put an end to this Par- 
liament likewiſe. 

But notwithſtanding all this , let not the reſtleſs Malice of 1ll 
Men, who are labouring to poyſon Our People, ſome out of fond- 
neſs of their Old Beloved Commonwealth-Principles, and ſome 


| out of anger at their being diſappointed in the particular Defigns 


they had for the accompliſhment of their own Ambition and Great- 
neſs, perſwade any of Our Good Subjeds, that We intend to lay 
aſide the uſe of Parliaments ; For We do ftill Declare, That no Tr- 
regularities in Parliaments, ſhall ever make Us out of Love with 
Parliaments which We look upon as the beſt Method for healing 
the Diſtempers of the Kingdom, and the onely Means to preſerve 
the Monarchy in that due Credit and Reſpe& which it ought to 
have both at home and abroad. | p 
An 


a» 2 SY Aa og» 
* 7x bon ne reg OP 
4 26.105 "I 
E <<. = =; 
es wh Dn -{c 
- oj Eos * Ly 


, k nd 
24RD ENTS : __ 5" - 
- F b > % Td 


ores - bs 
V Ree L $16 '» » 
l ” 0, __—_ 45h opt - SB pw”. x 
Ko Ee kg bh PE CS FE 2 a +; 2:0 Gr 
4 EY. AK A ARS 237% \ 42ers : x "I ,*Z7. pn Eads -- <A EI 
Wu Bun 42 Hap Fd A 46 ON " 32,3 Wo» OE RS. if 
LS, ESSE 3 FRE Cs MERE 2 A TR % t- Hs y : ©. A, bs io _—_— FE. 
yo 5. A * 12S | vg; LU Y kk 05s C2 PALL. WOE = > $34 S000 2% " 27 LE . # > 
p' EY bs Sh. tet + qt 35 > IIGSG:.+ RE & 4 y ©? 1-8 q 
-7%- 4 0 » wed 1 ze i T AERIE ES. ins ” IRR EIES 9 
2 2A = * es arg 5 ER”, ; wa a ® ba S- ﬀ j: 4 + NERD £6 . 
s Lg by : 12A: — , LE ES 8 « 
3 2 w B's. Fey om os . , Wx; a-7 
* P a 
+ 28 


"+. And for this Cauſe Weare Reſolved, by the Bleſling of God, to 
© have frequent Parliaments ; ana both in and out of Parliameat, ro 
- uſe Our utmoſt Endeavours to extirpate Popery, and to Redreſfs 

all the Grievances of Out good Subjets, and in all things to Goe. 
'vern according to the Laws of the Kingdom. * 

Ar We hope that a little time wilt fo far open the Eyes of all 
Our good SubjeQs, that Our next meeting in Parliament, ſhall 
perfect all that Settlement and Peace which ſhall be found want- 
ing either in Church or State. x = 
To which asWe ſhall Contribute Our utmoſt Endeavours,ſo We 
aſſure Our Self, That We ſhall be Afliſted therein by the Loyalty 
and good Aﬀections of all thoſe who conſider the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of the late Troubles and Confuſtons, and defire to preſerve 
their Countrey from a Relapſe. 
And who cannot but remember, That Religion, Liberty and- 
- Property were-all loſt and got, when the Monarchy was ſhaken 
off, and could never be reviv'd till that was reſtored. | 


we# at Or Conrt atMhitehall the Eighth dayof April 1681,” 
At the Court at WHITE HALL April the Sth. 1681. 


>; is this day Orderedby His Majeſty in Council, That this De- 
--$ claration be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed, and Read ial 
' Churches and Chappels throughout this Kingdom. 42 


Francis Gwyn. 
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